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LETTER  LXTII
Translation of a letter from F. J. DC la Tour.
TO   JOHN    BELFORD,   ESQ. Near Soho-square, London.
Trent, Dec. 18, N. S. SIR,
I have melancholy news to inform you of, by order of the Chevalier Lovelace. He showed me his letter to you before he sealed it; signifying, that he was to meet the Chevalier Morden on the I5th. Wherefore, as the occasion of the meeting is so well known to you, I shall say nothing of it here.
I had taken care to have ready, within a little distance, a surgeon and his assistant, to whom, under an oath of secrecy, I had revealed the matter, (though I did not own it to the two gentlemen;) so that they were prepared with bandages, and all things proper. For well was I acquainted with the bravery and skill of my chevalier; and had heard the character of the other; and knew the animosity of both. A post-chaise was ready, with each of their footmen, at a little distance.
The two chevaliers came exactly at their tirye; they were attended by Monsieur Margate, (the Colonel's gentleman,) and myself. They had given orders over night, and now repeated them in each other's presence, that we should observe a strict impartiality between them : and that, if one fell, each of us should look upon himself, as to any needful help or retreat, as the servant of the survivor, and*take his commands accordingly.
After a few compliments, both the gentlemen, with